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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide an accurate representation of the present condition of 

the Reynen and Bardis Property (property), formerly known as the McGregor Property. The 

property is currently managed in accordance with the conservation easement (CE) language 

and restrictions as recorded on July 25, 2006 (Appendix A), and June 12, 2007 (Appendix B). The 

information and photographs provided herein represent the condition of the property as of May 

24, 2012. 

1.2. LOCATION 

The property is located in southern Sacramento County, to the east of State Route 99, just outside 

the Elk Grove city limit (Figure 1). The property is bordered by Grant Line Road to the northwest, 

and the Cosumnes River to the southeast. Deer Creek flows through the center of the property, 

bisecting the parcel. 

The entire parcel (APN 134-0360-052-0000) is approximately 359 acres; however, the 2006 CE only 

covers 41.6 acres of agricultural land located south of Deer Creek (Appendix A). The 2007 CE 

covers an additional 14.746 acres of agricultural land immediately adjacent to the 2006 CE 

(Appendix B). The precise legal descriptions of the portion of the lands covered by the 2006 and 

2007 CEs are contained in those documents. 

2. METHODS 

A review of the property was conducted on May 24, 2012, by City of Elk Grove biologist Summer 

Pardo to note features relevant to the CE, and to take reference photographs at pre-

designated locations. On the day of the site review, the sky was clear, with a WNW wind 

averaging 14.5 mph, and ambient temperature of approximately 68°F. 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) National Agricultural Imagery 

Program (NAIP) 2010 imagery files and Sacramento County 2012 parcel data were utilized as 

base layers for field maps and the enclosed figures. Maps were created using ArcView software. 

Photographs of the property were taken with a 10 megapixal Nikon Coolpix S550 digital camera, 

five feet above the ground. The location and number of photopoints were revised during this 

monitoring period to eliminate duplicate photopoints and provide a more accurate depiction of 

their locations. Please refer to Figure 2 for updated photopoint locations. Representative site 

photos from each photopoint can be found in Appendix C. Photos are referenced by 

photopoint number and directionality. For example, photo 1-N would be taken at photopoint P1 

facing north. The latitude and longitude for each photostation and a brief description of their 

locality can be found in Appendix D. 
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3. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY AND EASEMENT 

The property’s legal description is contained in Exhibit A of the 2006 and 2007 CEs provided in 

Appendix A and B of this report. The property is approximately 359 acres, situated in a northwest-

southeast direction north of the Cosumnes River. Additional details regarding site characteristics 

can be found in sections 3.6 Infrastructure and Buildings and 3.7 Conservation Features, below. 

3.1. PURPOSE OF THE CONSERVATION EASEMENT 

The multiple natural resource conservation purposes of the CE are to preserve and protect in 

perpetuity (a) the availability of the property for agricultural use by protecting the property from 

development pressure; (b) the conservation and habitat values of the property as foraging 

and/or nesting habitat for Swainson’s hawks (Buteo swainsoni) and for other wildlife essential for 

maintaining Swainson’s hawk habitat including the processes which sustain that habitat; and (c) 

the open space character of the property, which is an important public benefit and is consistent 

with the availability of the property for wildlife habitat and agricultural uses. 

3.2. SURROUNDING PROPERTIES 

The current owners of the property (Kautz Vineyards) also have ownership over the lands to the 

west of the parcel, which currently comprise vineyards. The lands to the west of the property 

comprise row and forage crops. The remainder of the lands situated to the north and south of 

the property consist of agricultural estates, which are a form of rural residential land use with 

parcels that are typically five to 20 acres in size. 

3.3. HISTORIC AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES 

According to the 2006 Biological Resources Assessment of the Grant Line Road Property (APN 

134-0360-008), the crops grown in any one year depend upon rainfall, flooding, and pricing. 

Typical crops include tomatoes, corn, safflower, and wheat. Sugar beets were also grown 

historically, but have been eliminated due to problems with disease and pricing. The timing of 

planting depends upon flooding of the property. 

3.4. CURRENT AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES 

At the time of the May 24, 2012, site visit, the majority of the parcel was in the process of 

conversion to vineyards. The only exception was the CE, which was being prepared for alfalfa 

planting. No other agricultural activities were occurring during the most recent site visit. 

 3.5. CURRENT WATER USES 

Due to the proximity of the Cosumnes River and Deer Creek, an abundance of water is 

available to the property through natural flooding and seepage. The Cosumnes River does not 

have any major flood control dams; therefore, flooding occurs irregularly and unpredictably 

from year to year. During very wet years, such as spring 2006, inundation of the entire floodplain 

may occur, which would include the majority of the CE. In drought years, only minimal flooding, 

if any, may occur. Flooding could occur at any time during the rainy season (typically from the 

end of October through May), which affects both wildlife use of the area and farming practices. 

The Cosumnes River does not flow year-round in most years; on average it flows year-round in 

only 25 of 100 years. Typically, the water table is replenished each year except in years with 

severe drought. 
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3.6. INFRASTRUCTURE AND BUILDINGS 

Residences and Other Buildings 

There are no existing buildings within the CE. The CE language allows for a Building Envelope 

within a two-acre area. In that Building Envelope, the landowner can build one (1) single-family 

residence as well as other buildings associated with the operation of the farm. There are no 

buildings within the boundaries of the easement property; therefore, the property is consistent 

with the requirements of the CE. 

Fences and Roads 

A gravel road runs along the northeastern boundary from Grant Line Road to west of Deer 

Creek. A concrete low-water crossing at Deer Creek provides access to the eastern portion of 

the parcel. An unimproved dirt road connects the crossing to a dirt road that follows the length 

of the property to the Cosumnes River levee road. The CE allows for the repair and maintenance 

of existing roads at current levels of improvement, as well as the creation of new unpaved roads 

that are reasonably necessary for agricultural purposes and that do not substantially diminish or 

impair the open space character, agricultural productivity, wildlife habitat, or scenic qualities of 

the property. New paved roads as required by state law are also permissible. No changes to the 

fences and roads have been made since the last report; therefore, the property is consistent 

with the requirements of the CE. 

Ditches and Canals 

There is one (1) small roadside ditch adjacent to the gravel road from Grant Line Road. A large 

detention basin, located west of Deer Creek, was identified in the Easement Documentation 

Report (City of Elk Grove 2011); however, this portion of the property was not accessible during 

the current site review due to site activities and a lack of need as the CE is not located in this 

portion of the property. The eastern portion of the property is irrigated by two (2) wells; one (1) is 

equipped with a 30-horsepower (Hp) pump, and the other is equipped with a 40-Hp pump. 

Water is pumped into two (2) small perimeter ditches and then through the fields via furrow 

irrigation. The conditions of the ditches and canals are similar to what was present in previous 

years (City of Elk Grove 2011). The property is consistent with the requirements of the CE. 

3.7. CONSERVATION FEATURES 

Riparian Habitats 

The riparian corridors along the Cosumnes River and Deer Creek enhance the value of the 

adjacent agricultural land for many wildlife species. Deer Creek consists of a narrow band of 

riparian habitat dominated by valley oak (Quercus lobata), Fremont cottonwood (Populus 

fremontii), and black walnut (Juglans hindsii). The understory largely comprises species such as 

Oregon ash (Fraxinus latifolia), boxelder (Acer negundo), sandbar willow (Salix exigua), black 

willow (S. nigra), and wild grape (Vitis californica). Scattered occurrences of blue elderberry 

(Sambucus cerulea) are also present along both the Deer Creek and the Cosumnes River 

riparian corridors. Blue elderberry is the host plant for the federally listed valley elderberry 

longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus). 
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The Cosumnes River supports a more extensive and complex riparian community with a mature 

overstory of valley oak, Fremont cottonwood, black willow, and black walnut, with an understory 

of Oregon ash, boxelder, sandbar willow, poison oak (Toxicodendron diversilobum), California 

rose (Rosa californica) and blue elderberry. The riparian vegetation is continuous along the river 

channel, including some areas that support a relatively broad and dense riparian forest. Four (4) 

potential nest sites were identified during this monitoring period; however, no activity was 

observed at any of the nests (Figure 2). 

The tall trees within both riparian corridors provide suitable nesting habitat for Swainson’s hawks. 

In addition to the main riparian corridors along the above-named waterways, the property 

supports a triangle of at least one acre of mixed riparian woodland that exists due to a 

bifurcation of Deer Creek. This area has never been farmed and is a small relict riparian forest 

with a complex shrubby understory. Another area of importance is the untouched riparian forest 

at the southeastern end of the property, adjacent to the Cosumnes River, which increases the 

amount of available nesting habitat and provides a buffer from human disturbance. 

Uplands 

The majority of the property is in the process of being converted to vineyards. The CE is, 

however, being prepared for alfalfa planting. In addition, the surrounding area supports 

numerous mature valley oak and walnut trees that occur either as isolated trees or in small 

clusters. A strip of black walnuts on the northwestern edge of eastern field also provides suitable 

nesting habitat for Swainson’s hawks. One (1) potential nest site was documented northwest of 

photopoint P3 during the current monitoring period; however, no activity was observed at any of 

the nests (Figure 2). 

4. CONCLUSIONS 

4.1. ADHERENCE TO EASEMENT REQUIREMENTS 

Review of the CE for the property revealed that the activities and practices observed during the site 

visit were permitted uses. The requirements set forth in the CE state that no structures can be built 

except in one (two-acre) location; however, there are currently no structures, or plans to 

construct any structures, within the CE. The farming practices observed are allowed under the 

CE requirements. 

4.2. QUALITY OF SWAINSON’S HAWK FORAGING HABITAT WITHIN THE EASEMENT PROPERTY  

The farming practices planned within the CE provide suitable foraging habitat for Swainson’s 

hawks, because they allow for clear visibility and accessibility of prey items within the fields. In 

addition, according to the California Department of Fish and Game (DFG) CNDDB records, 

there are 73 previously recorded occurrences of Swainson’s hawks within a 10-mile radius of the 

property (DFG 2012). Since numerous Swainson’s hawk nests have been recorded in the 

surrounding area, it is reasonable to presume that Swainson’s hawks nest in the vicinity of the 

property and could use the property as foraging habitat. In addition, the large trees around the 

perimeter of the property represent suitable nesting habitat for Swainson’s hawk. 
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Appendix D – Photopoint Coordinates and Locality Notes 

Photopoint Longitude Latitude Description 

P1 121° 18' 10.793" W 38° 24' 39.190" N 
On the southern side of Deer Creek near Field 

B. 

P2 121° 17' 52.670" W 38° 24' 26.916" N 
Adjacent to Deer Creek riparian corridor and 

the northern corner of Field B. 

P3 121° 17' 33.276" W 38° 24' 13.769" N 
On levee road of Cosumnes River at the 

southeastern corner of Field B. 

P4 121° 17' 44.427" W 38° 23' 58.810" N 
The southwest corner of Field B on the levee 

road. 

P5 121° 18' 31.231" W 38° 24' 30.667" N 
Western corner of Field B where Deer Creek 

meets the property boundary. 

 




